
The following are questions asked during the virtual UDO session held on 9/25/2025. 
Answers have been provided by the project team.  

 

Q1: What are going to be the landscape design parameters?  No invasive plants, certain 
percent of native plants? 

A: Landscape design standards will be developed as part of this process. Native plants and 
locally adaptive species will be a priority as we further develop the standards. 

 
 
Q2: I live in Choto and noticed that my area is designated as an urban growth boundary. We 
have not been contacted about being annexed into Farragut. I have no desire to be part of 
Farragut or to live in an urban setting. I know my neighbors feel the same way. 

A: None of the urban growth boundaries changed during the 2024 Growth Policy Plan 
amendment. That designation is not indicative of a pending annexation. 
 

 
Q3: The Lakemoor Hills peninsula should all be zoned rural living, not divided into 4 
categories none of which fit the current situation and land use. Many of the lots are large, 
and much is steep terrain and it is one of the most heavily tree covered areas in the county. 

A: The pervasive zoning in Lakemoor Hills is Agricultural (A), with the exception of Rivergate 
Drive, which is Low Density Residential (RA). You can find the zoning map here – please 
navigate to the Maps tab, then choose the Planning and Zoning Maps section, and click the 
Zoning option.  
 

 
Q4: I live in Knox county, will developers be able to develop in Hillside Protection? 

A: Hillside protection and how it is included in the regulations will be considered as part of 
this process.  You can prioritize this in your feedback during this first round of public input.  

 

 
Q5: Will the presentation be available to everyone? 

https://library.municode.com/tn/knox_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICO_APXAZO_ART5ZORE_5.22AAGZO
https://library.municode.com/tn/knox_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICO_APXAZO_ART5ZORE_5.11RALODEREZO
https://www.kgis.org/kgismaps/map.htm


A: The presentation and virtual meeting recording are posted alongside all other materials 
from last week on the project feedback page.  
 

 
Q6: Why aren't developers held accountable for infrastructure improvements?  

A: There are currently processes in place to identify when infrastructure improvements are 
needed due to a proposed development. These processes also outline the way the 
developer and County work together to provide them. However, there is opportunity to 
improve, make updates, or refine those processes in the new UDO, and consideration is 
being given to this topic now. 

 
Q7: I fail to understand changing the zoning for Lakemoor Hills which has a finite number of 
lots on a peninsula, so it seems to me that changing our zoning from AR to SR only benefits 
developers.  Most people moved to this neighborhood because it is rural.  I do not agree 
with this change of zoning for Lakemoor Hills. 

A: The Comprehensive Plan did not change the zoning of property in Lakemoor Hills. The 
majority of the properties located in the Lakemoor Hills area are zoned Agriculture (A) with 
the exception of properties along Rivergate Drive. These are zoned Low Density Residential 
(RA). The SR (Suburban Residential) you refer to is the place type that is part of the County's 
future land use plan. This place type describes a range of land uses and development 
characteristics that are intended and appropriate in an area in the future. The plan is 
considered a vision and used as a guide for decisions made on any future requests to 
change zoning in an area. The plan can be found here. See page 33 for a description of the 
SR (Suburban Residential) place type. There is not an AR designation, though. The area was 
previously designated as the Low Density Residential land use classification (LDR) prior to 
the Comprehensive Plan, The LDR land use classification was not considered a rural 
classification.  
 

 
Q8: You mentioned that you will be in Knoxville for this week.  Where is your organization 
from?  Who hired you?  Are any builders or developers part of this zoning change 
proposal?  If so, what are their names? 
 
A: You can find a description of the project team on the project webite.  
 

https://advanceknox.org/udo/feedback
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.municode.com%2Ftn%2Fknox_county%2Fcodes%2Fcode_of_ordinances%3FnodeId%3DPTIICO_APXAZO_ART5ZORE_5.22AAGZO&data=05%7C02%7Cally.ketron%40knoxplanning.org%7Ca858b37d620a4d1a865b08ddfd3945ba%7C1e87ee80a8704fd2b1a7383c3675b94c%7C0%7C0%7C638945144684572518%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VRWDopiaKNlNjnZHqAAHVPt4uJRbMW0IcbPTP%2B1BCFY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.municode.com%2Ftn%2Fknox_county%2Fcodes%2Fcode_of_ordinances%3FnodeId%3DPTIICO_APXAZO_ART5ZORE_5.11RALODEREZO&data=05%7C02%7Cally.ketron%40knoxplanning.org%7Ca858b37d620a4d1a865b08ddfd3945ba%7C1e87ee80a8704fd2b1a7383c3675b94c%7C0%7C0%7C638945144684594623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HFxEu1soBqhNH4%2BgErkgnTtEuzxGOGAvVrMdxjoXdjQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fknoxplanning.org%2Fresources%2Fplans%2FKnox%2520County%2520Comprehensive%2520Land%2520Use%2520and%2520Transportation%2520Plan.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cally.ketron%40knoxplanning.org%7Ca858b37d620a4d1a865b08ddfd3945ba%7C1e87ee80a8704fd2b1a7383c3675b94c%7C0%7C0%7C638945144684605566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GY5kJlPsoOBxb84riV9NHpsxMzhXXhr4g8FiZ04GY2k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fknoxplanning.org%2Fresources%2Fplans%2FKnox%2520County%2520Comprehensive%2520Land%2520Use%2520and%2520Transportation%2520Plan.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cally.ketron%40knoxplanning.org%7Ca858b37d620a4d1a865b08ddfd3945ba%7C1e87ee80a8704fd2b1a7383c3675b94c%7C0%7C0%7C638945144684617125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2T7yOdoe1JfqsvVv3c2xrmlwNLSG%2F9oDK9ebGMZfHCs%3D&reserved=0
https://advanceknox.org/udo/about#tab_who


 
Q9: If the majority of homeowners in Lakemoor Hills do not want this zoning change, then 
can we stop this zoning change?  If so, how do we go about doing this. 

A: No change has been made to the zoning in Lakemoor Hills. We encourage you to follow 
along with the process through next year, so you can stay informed about the proposed 
updates to Knox County’s development regulations.   
 
Q10: Does the county have an inventory of natural resources? 

A: You can view natural resources that are considered in planning processes on the 
Planning Cases Map on KGIS. From this link, open the layers tab on the lefthand side to see 
more.  
 

 
Q11: Appreciate the work being done to improve future use and oversight. I live in Hardin 
Valley and it has just been destroyed. Does your work include ways to address the mess 
that has been already created due to the outdated regulations? The infrastructure and 
upkept of roads is a mess now. Not just traffic, but upkeep for mowing, inclement weather 
intervention, repairs, etc. How will this be addressed moving forward? In regard to traffic, 
my community, Conners Creek, was built in 1995. Our residents can not turn out of our 
community safely. It can take 20 minutes at peak hours to even exit to the road. 
Specifically, how does your work address this issue. Thank you. 

A: The issues you describe were included in the Comprehensive Plan, the first step in this 
process.  You can see some general recommendations related to these issues in the Audit 
Report (a report that discusses areas where regulations are mislaligned with the 
Comprehensive Plan and begins to chart a path forward - see references to Comprehensive 
Plan Policies 9 and 11). You can provide feedback on the recommendations in the Station 4 
materials on the project website. As this process evolves, regulations will be developed to 
support the implementation of the adopted County Comprehensive Plan.  
 
 
Q12: Lakemoor Hills neighborhood already has natural resources protections, a walking 
greenway, a public park, easy building codes, new road infrastructure (Alcoa Highway), 
good road maintenance, etc.  So again, why the change in zoning if not to appease 
developers to over develop any lot here. 
Once this zoom meeting is over, where and how can I see your responses to my questions?  

https://www.kgis.org/maps/PlanningCases.html?
https://knoxplanning.org/resources/plans/Knox%20County%20Comprehensive%20Land%20Use%20and%20Transportation%20Plan.pdf
https://advanceknox.org/udo/resources/feedback/report.pdf
https://advanceknox.org/udo/resources/feedback/report.pdf


A: See earlier questions 2, 3, and 7, where the answers contain explanations and links to 
the zoning map – no change has been proposed or made to the zoning in Lakemoor Hills.  

 
 

 
Q13: Do the Recommendations Boards accept recommendations or are we simply allowed 
to answer multiple choices questions you determine?  

A: The feedback opportunities on the Recommendations Boards ask you to prioritize 
recommendations that have been proposed. However, there is space for general 
comments on the side. If you have additional thoughts or ideas now or at any point during 
the process, we encourage you to submit a comment on our website.  
 

Additional comments: 

• East Part of Knox County Rutledge Pike Area - there are no walking trails, pretty 
much nothing.... 

• Yes, please! More walkability!! 
• I only want detached, single-family homes in Choto, which has a semi-rural 

character. 
• We have plenty of wonderful walking trails in our existing parks. People who live at 

the western boundary of Knox County drive for transportation. 
• Development in the County is out of control. Identical subdivisions are being built, 

regardless of rural priorities and without community input. 
• There is a greenway that goes from Hardin Valley (next to the Wendy’s) up to 

Carmichael Rd and just ends. If it continued over the hill (less than half a mile) it 
could join to the walking paths around the Business park and join the Lovell/Yarnell 
neighborhood to the Hardin Valley neighborhoods and the community college. 
Great for businesses, students and those of us who would like to walk to 
restaurants. 

• New law effective 7/1/25 Tenn. Homebuyer Harassment Prevention Act. In last 6 
years I have had over 50+ unsolicited offers (i.e, mail, text, call, door knock, 
voicemails, postcards, letters, house flippers) I tell them all I am NOT selling. Pure 
greed with so called developers. 

• Please connect more of the greenways! 
• None of the infrastructure is equipped to handle the influx of new homes and multi-

use housing that is going in.  East Town Mall area is horrible, and is getting worse due 

https://advanceknox.org/udo/participate


to the amount of subdivisions, and condo's going in.  The schools aren't equipped 
for the influx of students either. 

• We have also noticed in Hardin Valley the lack of response from Knox County 
Sheriffs office to concerns and requests for help. They frequently sight not enough 
officers related to growth. This is a definite issue. Not sure if others have this issue in 
their community. 

• Native plants should be mandated for use in all new development or redesigns of 
parcels, as they have the greatest ability to handle extremely heavy rains. 


