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Agenda

1. Community Feedback

2. Draft Vision and Goals

3. Future Trends Overview

4. Evaluation Measures (Indicators)

5. Scenario Planning Next Steps
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The Process
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Community Feedback

187 
in person 

participants

232 
online 

participants
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Understanding Common Themes

Natural environment, 
rural small-town 

character

People and community

Amenities and culture

Maintain rural character, 
natural areas

Create new types of 
development

More connected, 
walkable places

Maintain, improve, 
expand parks

Improve infrastructure 
before development

Create/respect plan for 
managing growth

Improve roads and 
intersections

Improve connectivity, 
pedestrian, and bike 

infrastructure

Expand transit options

Safety and traffic 
calming

Growing parks and 
greenways

Considering schools

Protecting the 
environment

Improving housing 
options

Treasures Place Transportation Other
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Mapped Ideas

538 
mapped 

ideas
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Community 
Values

Vision & 
Goals
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Draft Goals
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Draft Vision Statement

A great place to live, work, and play, 
made up of vibrant communities 

where people and businesses thrive 
and scenic beauty is treasured.



Polling Exercise
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Future Trends

Diversified 
Housing Stock & 

Affordability

Increased 
Rainfall & 

Flooding Events

Aging 
Population

Increases in 
Fuel Prices
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Diversified Housing Stock & Affordability
Trends

76%

Available housing inventory 
in Knox County declined 
from 1,332 active listings in 
2019 to 324 by the end of 
2021.
(Knoxville Area Association of Realtors, 2022)

In March 2021, more than 1 in 
3 registered voters indicated 
housing affordability in the 
Knoxville area was a big 
problem. 28% said the same 
about housing availability.
(Knoxville Area Association of Realtors, 2022)

Annual new building permits 
have remained below the 
historical average since 2008 
creating a housing deficit of 
approximately 17,000 units.
(Knoxville Area Association of Realtors, 2022)
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Diversified Housing Stock & Affordability

“According to one study, the required 
infrastructure cost of one unit of 
housing on an infill site costs 
approximately $50,000 less than the 
same development on a greenfield 
site.”

Intersection with Land Use

(Knoxville Area Association of Realtors, 2022)

(Knoxville-Knox County Planning, 2018)
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Diversified Housing Stock & Affordability

Easy access to the highway

Short commute to work

Nearby public transit

Nearby bike lanes

Intersection with Transportation

72% 
70%

56%
53%

Importance Level of Factors when 
Deciding where to Live

Knox County True Affordability and 
Location Efficiency

56% 

0%

Income spent on housing 
and transportation

Location efficient 
neighborhoods 
(places that are compact, closer to jobs, with a variety of 
transportation choices, allowing people to spend less time, 
energy, and money on transportation)

(National Association of Realtors, 2020) (Center for Neighborhood Technology, 2022)
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Increased Rainfall & Flooding Events
Trends

33%

The amount of rain during 
the heaviest storms 

increased by a third in the 
Southeast United States 
between 1958 and 2016

Between 2000 and 2020, 
there have been 2,285 
floods/flash floods in 

Tennessee, or one every 
three days

20,493 properties in Knox 
County are likely to be 

severely affected by flooding 
over the next 30 years.

(U.S. Global Change Research Program, 2018) (Tennessee Emergency Management Agency, 2021) (First Street Foundation, 2022)
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Increased Rainfall & Flooding Events
Intersection with Land Use

Tennessee suffers an average of $243 million in 
damages from flooding every year 
(Floor Ready Tennessee, 2022)

In Tennessee, there are 287,589 residential properties, 
23,757 commercial properties, 844 infrastructure 
facilities, and 1,1450 social facilities with operational 
risk today
(First Street Foundation, 2021)
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Increased Rainfall & Flooding Events
Intersection with Transportation

25% of roads in the United States would be 
impassable during a flood

2 million roads are affected now, and 
estimated 
to increase to 2.2 million in 30 years

In Tennessee, there are 47,017 miles of roads 
with operational risk

(First Street Foundation, 2021)
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Aging Population

Between 2000 and 2040, the number of Americans ages 
65 and older will more than double, reaching 80 million.
(Urban Institute, 2008)

Nearly three-quarters will want to stay in their current 
residence for as long as possible.
(AARP, 2010)

19% of Knox County Residents are projected to be 65+ in 
2030.
(State of Tennessee, 2020)

Trends
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Aging Population
Intersection with Land Use

1.9 
Million

70%

The number of Americans ages 65 and older who 
could require a nursing home in 2030, an increase 
from 1.2 million in 2017 
(Population Reference Bureau, 2019)

Percentage of respondents 65 and older who said it was 
extremely or very important to be near where you want to go 
(grocery stores, library, doctor’s office, etc.)
(AARP, 2010)
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Aging Population
Intersection with Transportation

Seniors 65 and older 
who no longer drive make 

15% fewer trips to the doctor, 
59% fewer trips to shop or eat 

out, and 65% fewer trips to 
visit friends

Americans older than 55 and 
those with higher incomes 

show an increase interest in 
walkability

Between 2000 and 2015, it 
was estimated that the 

number of seniors with poor 
transit access would increase 
by 35% or from 11.5 million to 

13.5 million
(Global Coalition on Aging, 2018)

(National Association of Realtors, 2020)

(Transportation for America, 2011)
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National average price for a gallon of gasoline (AAA, 2022)$4.721

$4.479

44%

42%

Average price for a gallon of gasoline in Knox County (AAA, 2022)

Survey respondents who walked instead of driving in March due to 
high gas prices (Morning Consult, 2022)

Percent of consumers with an annual household income under 
$50,000 who reported driving less in March 2022 than in the previous 
month (Morning Consult, 2022)

Increases in Fuel Prices
Trends
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When fuel 
prices 

increase

Fewer 
parking 

spaces are 
needed

Pedestrian 
and bike 

infrastructure 
is used more

Roughly two-thirds 
of drivers reported 
making fewer trips 
to the grocery store 

because of rising 
prices in June 2022
(Washington Post, 

2022)

There is reduction
in the rate of land-use 

change from undeveloped 
to developed uses in 

regions with high 
commuting costs

(Environmental 
Research 

Letters, 2022)

Increases in Fuel Prices
Intersection with Land Use
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For every 10% increase in 
gas prices, U.S. transit 

demand increased by 1.2%

A 20% increase in gasoline 
prices with a gas price range 

over $4 leads to:
1.67% increase in bus travel

2.05% in commuter rail travel
9.34% in light rail travel

1.80% in public transit use

Consumers have been 
turning to superstores 
and online solutions to 
cut down on mileage(Federal Highway Association, 2009)

(SJSU Research Foundation, 2014)

(Placer.ai, 2022)

Increases in Fuel Prices
Intersection with Transportation
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Indicators

1. What does Knox County value?

2. What are our goals?

3. How do we measure them?

4. Does it resonate with the public and stakeholders?

A tool to help measure the impacts and outcomes of decisions. 



Polling Exercise
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What’s Next?
Placetypes

Buildout 

Analysis

Suitability 

Analysis

Allocation

Scenario A Scenario B Scenario C

Indicators

Capacity/Potential

Demand

Outputs

Control 

Totals
Supply

Build & 
Test

Scenarios
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What’s Next?

Communicate 
Results
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What’s Next?

Engage the Community
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Thank you!


